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easy task. The point is that any change that is introduced, unless
carefully considered beforehand in all its ramifications, is bound to
have results not intended and often not helpful. Change will inevi-
tably occur even if it is not willfully brought about by The People
themselves or their administrators. It will be less upsetting if it
occurs spontaneously and gradually than if narrow-visioned local
leaders or planners from afar, not well acquainted with Navahos and
their ways, try to impose "improvements." Large-scale introductions
can be expected to meet uneven success because of the very diversity
and individuality of The People. What suits a group on the eastern

INTRODUCTION OF SHEEP AND HORSES

Physical Environment
Permitted livestock

There resulted:
Overgrazing
Serious erosion
Destruction of farm land

History

The People, originally hunters
and gatherers, but

More recently sedentary farm-
ers,

Received animals from Spanish
via Pueblos and

Became herders and weavers
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Way of Life
Before livestock Navahos were:    *&* livestock Navahos lived

Village dwellers
Farmers
Sedentary people

as:

Scattered families
Herders and farmers
Widely traveling people
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Personality Factors

Individualism

Activity

Curiosity

Elasticity

Practicality

Permitted the
change and
were fostered
by it.